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A* Letter written to a Friend, a Member in the Houſe 
of Commons, inthe Parliament convened May v1. 
1661. concerning the Court of V Vards, 
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Oncerning what we laſt difcourſed of in the Country, 1 
have ( as you delired) given you now my refult more 
tully under my hand, For words ſcatter with the Air that 

breaths them : *ris only Lstera ſcriptarthar doth mapere. 

.- Thar, Tenures /z Capite and by Kynights-ſervice are antient in 
.this Kipgdom I nced nortprovez Lippts & Torſoribu notumeF. 1 
am ſure ro you, and all thar have lookt into the Laws of this our 
Iſland. They were uſcd in King Canutus, Ina, and Alfreds dayes, 
tranflared fince out of Exgland into Normazdy, by our Edward the 
Contefloyr, and ſo of no novel conſtitution. 

That there ouzhr to be a dependency of rhe Subjets upon the 
Soveraign, Is as certain : Soveraign and Subjea, like Maſter and 
Scrvant, being relatives. Nay the Learned Sir H. Spilmaz ſaycs, 
tbat rhe inferiour Tenants ſerving the Meſne Lords, and conſc- 
quently the King in, his. wars, 1s a duty the people are bound to, 
Nos ſulum jure poſitiuo, ſed & gentium, & quodammodo nature. Thar 
this Prerogarive then was anticntly in force, for the neceſlary de- 
fence of King and Subje&, as of Lord and Tenant ( whole prote- 
&ions reſpectively flow from this homage ) pro coxfeſſo eſt. I ſhall 
next argue that Knights-ſervice is ex debito, and not ex mera volun - 
zate ; therefore not to be excuſed, or taken off, fo long as rhe Te- 
nant enjoyes the land zz capite Tenure. The tie then is the firicter, 
becauſe condztronaliter 3 he being rhus bound to the defence of rhe 
King, and all his juſt Rigzhes and Juriſdictions. 


The main Quaze chen wall be, why this fo antient and funda- 


mental a Przrogative may not be ſtill continued for wry of 
: rince 
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Prince ind People > Since none fo fit to ſerve. in the wars, as Chi- 
valiers thus obliged to it 3 none fo fit to be truſted with the Guard 
of the Kings perſon, as Perſons of Honour, to. whom ſuch lands 
were purpoſely given for that ſervice 3 and ſince ſuch Gentlemen 
are more agile, expert, couragtous, and lefle {ubje& ro treachery, 
then we can reaſonably expcet Mercenaries will be, Ex infima plete. 
It harhbeen objected I know by ſome;thar”it is a badg and Relique 
of-the Nermaz {lavery,Which the Gentry and Free-born people of 
Eagland cannot now {ubmir to : v/z. Thar their heirs eftare ſhould 
be under a Rent, and he or ſhe married at the Guardians pleaſure, 
Hercin I conteſs you are ſomewhat concerned, did nor your dury to 
your common Parent (as I hope) cxcced your parental love to your 
own chuldren. | 
Bur we ſhall cafily paſs this Rubicon. The learned Coke in his In- 
ſtieures ſairh, rhar Knights-{crvice ( which did draw to it Ward, 
Marriage and Relict ) was as ancicnt as K. Alfred time ; therefore 
no Normaz impolition ; the Norman (as | ſaid) borrowing the ſame 
from us. How come we then to be better or more priviledged then 
our Anceſtours before the Conqueſt > by 
Bur I ſhall make it appear that ic is 20t on'y no ſlavery, but-a 
mark and badg of Honour ; by thoſc Royal Immunities and Privi- 
ledges ſuch Tenants enjoy, above all others. And they are thele, 
nor inferiour to thoſe the Equites Roman! once enjoyed, when all the 
conquer'd world, as well as the Senate bowed under Caſars Empire. 
Firlt tr is Servitium Regale, or Servitiim militare Domini Reats, anl 
then only when he gocs in perſon ro the wars, as Br:tton obſcryes. 
Next,they are freed from the payment of other Aids & Tallages. 
Next, this Equitat»ra (for by Arms our Gentry firſt arrived tþ&r 
honour of Chivalrie) gives them a priority of belief as Witncfles 
before inferiours ; the Oarhes of two Genticmen cartyins more 
- Credence, then of a multicude of Pleterans, who arc ſine Pomine ture 
La, and fo ſcarce fide drgxr. Beſides tt advanceth them to the ho- 
nour of wearing purple, Gold Rings, Coats of Arms, and Sca!s, 
of making Statucs for rheir' Ancettours ; it cx:mprs them from 
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mean ones, and qualifies them fcr the beſt employments. In crimi- 
nal offences,fuch have a priviledge to be beheaded, andnot hanged. 
. Andlaſily, their heirs in their minority in the wars, are prore&ed in 
cheir pcrſons and eſtates, are verruouſly educated in Learning and 
Feats of. Arms, and are marricd in their own or bettcr rank with- 
out diſparagement. Ergo no ſlavery 1n that Royal Tenure, which 
the Wiſdom of Antiquity hath ſo long juſtified. 

That there is no Injuſtice or pretendcd gricvance in them, is as 
maniteſt., For the attending the King in his wars for fourty dayes, 
is a (ſervice incumbent upon all eſtates and degrees of men whatſo- 
ever, though their lands were purchaſed or held by other tenure. 
Whereas Knights-ſervice is only exacted where the lands were 
given them tor that very purpoſe. So rhar ex pa#o the Donor may 
juſtly expeCt rhe ſervice, noc can they in reaſon refuſe the duty, the 
lands being derived cm enere ſervitit, 

If chen the tenure in Knights-ſervice be the moſt ancient, noble, 
and belt of renures 3 if juſt and neceflary for the ſafeguard of King 
and Subje& ; it ir prove the beſt Feather in the Tenants Cap, and 
choiceſt flower in the Regal Diadem ; who can fay Latet angurs in 
herka > or where lay all this poiſon for ſo many hundred years hid 
and undiſcovered 2? h 

Yet, admit it were a burthen ; cannot we be content to ſubmit 
ro it,as well as all our Anceftours? And with like fealry ro our moſt 
lawful and Gracious Soveraizn ( whom God long preſcrve, and ro 
whom we owe the ſame Allegiarice by the Laws of God and Na- 
ture ) wher-we could truckle of late ( roo many of us1 mean ) 
and ſubmit to the 3oak of abſolure Tyranny from our cquals if nor 
our inferiours > Or cannot rhe Country be as willing to bear ir, as 
the Citie of Londen and ſome orhers, thar ſill retein their Courts 
of Orphan:-,and which may in ſome reſpects (if nora!l) be thought 
more oppreſſive and inſupportable ? Are we no ſooner warm un- 
der the rayes of Majeſty, but we muſt ingraretully ſnarch the 
Piumes from out the Imperial Eagles wings to cover our own MOon- 
ftrous deformities > Turp:us ejicitur quam non admittitur hoſpes : _ 

rhe 
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the Poet truly cnough. Ve might as well almoſt ('l am ſure wich 
leſs diſgrace to ſo indulgent a Soveratgn ) have Kept Lim our when 

baniſhed ; as to entertain him with ſpetious ſhews of Loyairy and 

kindneſſe, and then cxpulſe him our of his antient Demeine, by de- 

veſting him of that Royal Mantle He and his Predeceflors have en- 

joyed and worn ſo many hundred years withour the lcalt dilpure. I 

heartily wiſh the like fate may never arrive him, as did the inno- 

cent Lamb, who permitted the greedy Crow to pirk and play fo 

lonz about his head, till ar laſt he had picker our both his eyes. I dare 

avcrr there can be no more Salus pepult (as is pretended) where the 
King chiefly ſuffers by being thus blooded in rhe Capital vein or 
great Artcrie, then thcre can be Sales corporis, where there is a vi- 

o!-nt Keadach : For thar being Capt dolor45,the infcriour parts by 
aſſimilation muſt needs condole and participate of its anguiſh. 
The King parts with his viral ſpirits of Regaliry 3 and the Feer, che 
people mult needs languiih, as unable to uphold the Fabric. The 
Commons, Ile maintain it, are no more caſed by this alienation of 
Knights-ſervice into Socage, then the (illy afſe was, who ſeeing the. 
Camel laden with Salt paſs lightly through the River ( where molt 
of it was melted ) he being laden with Wool!l rhought he mighr 
paſs throuzh too wich the ſame dexterity, bur his wer load made 
him ſink under his grievous errour. The burthen forſoorh ( as it 
mult now be phraſed ) is raken off the Gentries ſhoulders and layd 
upon the ſtrong, tho poor peoples backs. Wardſhips and ſervices 
taken off their eſtates, and a mu'idy Exciſe entailed upon the Me- 
chanicks and Day-labourers rhar have no land at all z for ſuch as' 
live from hand to mouth chiefly pay it. 

The people were ſwallowing rhe like Gadgeon once before. 
VWhen they were with a general outcry to de-cry Tiches ( as affairs 
did then paſs with noiſe and clamour ) they verily believed each 
ſhould pocker up his own Tithes, due oniy to the Church. They 
talſly ſuppoſed themſelves to be rarely caſed by ir ar leaft 3 when 
their f]y Tasxmaſters intended only to enrich themſelves by a- 


more ſevere inquiſition after them, and couſenage both of them 
and. 
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and their Paſtours ; they ſhould all have been meerly ſipen- 
Glaries, | 

Bur chough the people have been thus too often gull'd by thbſe 
egyptian Mountcbanks ; 1t will not become you thar are one of 
thoſe ſelect Membcrs, choſcn legally by the ſuffrage of rhe whole 
people whom you repreſent, to {ce them burrhened, inftcad of 
being caſed. Ler us rherefore ſeriouſly conſider, thar as the pre- 
rended benctirs arc bur frail thar can accrue to the ſubject by alter- 
ng theſe 'Tenures from a certain caſic ſcrvice to an uucertain : ſo 
ler us in the other balance.weigh the raany milchiefs and inconve- 
niences that muſt inevitably follow the loſle of this ſo anticnt and 
£lortous a Prerogative z it being the only firm pillar and Baſis of 
| Monarchical Government. Bctides this, 7 ſhall name you bur a 
few, thar as ex pede Herculem, by a touch of theſe you may diſco- 
ver and imagine the whole maſſe of dctormitic that lies buried 
under this Chass, 

Firſt , Unjuſt Farhcr-in-lawes wil) pill and poll the Infants 
worſe than the Court ever did , or thoſe that are next of kin 
(who too oftcn do it too) whilſt-chere is no Court to ſupervize 
their ations. Nexr , Younger Childrens portions will be ul] rai- 
{ed, and worſe paid, There will be lefs care of cducating them, 
and of preſerving the VVards Eſtate , Woods and Evidenccs : 
Leſs care of payment of Debts, or frecing the.Eſtare from fraucu- 
lent wiils and conveyances 3 all which and more , the wiſc Pro- 
vidence of that Court cither prevented, or redreſſed. Next, The 
education of Recuſants heirs , or of ſuch as are dilaffeftcd rorhe 
King and his Government, and rovur Orthodox eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion, will be thus rorally neglc&cd. Next, Genealogies and 
Pedegrees cannot fo well be preſerved, when rhe Offices poſt mor- 
tem are laid aſide. Through which neglect in time, there will be 
no diſtinion *twixtGenr|cman and Peaſant 3 with divers other 
ill conſcquences borhto King and People, which I omir , as un- 
willing to lanchout into the Ocean, ro create your farther za:ſes, 


If then the andvarages to King and Subject are vali by the con- 
tizuance 
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tinance of that Court of Wards 1n point of credit, as well as a 
more large and noble kind of Revenue 3 and the miichiefs to all ſo 
great , by its final ſuppreſſion: All I ſhall farther offer ro your 
tublime judgement , is , That the Court may , by reforming. the 
lirtle abuſes therein, be fer up 7 flats quo as it was by the late Act 
of King Fames: Leaving 1t to his Majefties Will and gracious 
Favour , to what time the Fines due to him in that ſhall be remit- 
red and pardoned, and to whom: Ir being a Maxim in Law and 
Seate , that the King cannot part with his 744 Regalia , nox can 
the People in conlcience preſume to take them away. 

Ler then , I fay , that ſmoaky Exciſe rather , of Ale and Beer 
(which ſmells ſo ſirong of the Belgick Democracy) torally vanith; 
as far unfit to: ſteem. in the clear and pure air of this Renowned 
and Monarchic Iſland. For it it ſhould be well paid (which I 
much doubt) yee the Gatherers and numerous Receivers woul:| 
ſwallow halt rhe Money, the People would be more and more 
oppreſled by theirexaCtions, and the King in time contract a gene- 
ral odium; which God forbid. | 

Lerrhen, I ſay; all good Subjefts unanimouſly endeavour to 
reſtore and give Ceſar hisdue , to re-inveſt his Sacred Majeſty in 
rhe anttent and full ſplendour of his Royal Progenitours , thar he 
and his may alwaies wear that Royal Purple and Sacred Gold , 
which he harh, chrough the makigniry of the times, and infc&tion 
of that too near adjoining Re-publick ,: been pleaſed ro part with 
all for a few grains. 

And , ſince it hath been ever deſtructive (if not fatal) ro alter 
Fundamentals ; let usall joyn in the ſame reſult our third Hepry 
made , upon a Propoſal as uncqual , of making Baſtardie legitt- 
mace, where che Parents after intermarried., and ſay with him , 
Nolumus mutare leges Anglie. And let all good People fay, Amen. 

I have faid , but why thus much to you, you may perhaps ad- 
mire, whom have .ever known a perte&t Honourer of your King 
and his Regal Authority : Therefore I do ir ; Firſt , becauſe 
you will nor take this ſeaſonable 4 uſo amils : and next, becauſe 
poſſibly you may now make good uſe of it; incaſe this Seffion 

ſhall 
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ſhall think fir to ſet that Courtup again, as one day 7 am very 
confident it will be eſtabliſhed. Tis true, more might have been 
- ſaid in the defence of this ſo glorious a. Prerogative, leſs 1cou!d 
not 3 to you eſpecially who did unwittingly in the croud conſent 
ro the aboiiſhment chereof. When Cyru« his dumb fon ſaw one 
artempr his fachers aflaſſination, immediately he cryed qur,ſpake, 
and prevented the flagirious deſign. May my ſpeaking after ſo 
great a ſilence prevent the like intended miſchief againſt rhe com- 
mon Farher of us all the King, who is Pater Patrie. | I have ſeen 
the Sword long'drawn ro cut down the ſacred Tree of Monarchy, 
firſt lopping the Hedges that fenced ir in , with intention to level 
Soveraignty by ſeveral undermining Policies , and now ftriking ar 
the very rootof it by theſe publick attemps, andall under the falſe 
notion of its better preſervation. | IS 
And could 7 now forbear ro-ſpeak and bid the world bevvare > 
1 ſpeakit ro you, who I hope ſtand unbiaſed with intereſts or 
paſſion, ro you rhart are of a diſcerning judgement, and impartial 
underſtanding, to-you thar love borh your King and Countrey cor- 
dially,ro you whofe ſingle Authority fixt on the Baſis of ſound rea- 
ſon, can withdraw a multitude from doing evil. | 
As the laſt was called a Healing Parliament, in clofing thoſe 
wounds a long Civil war had made :; So 7 hope this will deſerve 
the name of a Confirming Parliameht'; by an abloluce and perfe&t 
curing of them, which before were bur lirtle more than half skin- 
ned over : Byaperfc& ſerling the Church and Stare , 1n their old 
well-compoſed Diſcipline and Order-: By re-invefting his Sacred 
Majeſty in his antient Przrogatives and undonbted Rights, by a 
happy reſtoring every one to his own 3 and by a general Reſftay- 
* ration of Peace, Uniry and Unanimity in theſe three Kingdoms. 
Tour Pard;n (STR) for thu long trouble I give you, in obedience to 
your Commands : and believe me , though this exceed the bounds of 
a Letter, yet it cannot exceed the limits of my dury to ug Soveraign, 
or my affeFions to your ſelf (whom I ſo much honour wilift being my 
chiefefi ambition tohe-accounted ; | 
\ ©" $ir, Your moſt humble ſervant 
Datum, pridi< Calend. Hai; . _ RH, 
Ex agro Ottanfordicnfi, 


